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Welcome to- Worsiiip

We are so glad you have chosen to join us today, and we are grateful for
your presence among us. Whether this is your first visit or your church
home, we hope you experience God’s grace, peace, and love in this place.

We believe that all people are welcomed by Christ and have a place in the
life of the church. Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are
welcome here. When we celebrate Holy Communion, all who seek to
follow Christ are invited to receive, regardless of church membership or
background.

If you have questions, would like to learn more about our congregation, or
simply wish to talk or pray with one of us, we would love to connect with
you. Please feel free to reach out or speak with us after worship.

Grace and peace,

Pastors Becky and Chwis Wlliams

Pastor Becky Williams: 815-499-8998
— pastor@wesleychapeljax.com

Pastor Chris Williams: 563-580-3344
pastor@christumcwh.com




We are beginning a new Lenten Pastor’s Bible study on the Gospel of
John the week of February 22-28. We will be meeting Tuesdays 7:00
P.M. in Winchester; Wednesdays 10:00 A.M. at Wesley Chapel; and
Thursdays 9:00 A.M. in White Hall.

If you would like to donate the cost of the book, they are $15. Sign up
sheets are at each church if you would like to reserve one.

We will be holding Ash Wednesday worship services and
imposing ashes on February 18 at Winchester UMC at Noon
and Wesley Chapel in Jacksonville at 7:00 P.M. Let us receive
the ashes, pause with God, and begin the journey of Lent
together.

During the Season of Lent, you are invited to community
devotional meals in both Winchester and White Hall. The Lenten
Breakfasts in White Hall are at 6:30 A.M on Wednesdays. The
Lenten Lunch gatherings in Winchester are at noon on Fridays.
Schedules are as follows:

White Hall Breakfasts: Winchester Lunches:

2/18 — First Christian 2/20 — First Baptist

2/25 — First Baptist 2/27 — St. Marks Catholic

3/4 — First Presbyterian 3/6 — First Christian

3/11 — All Saints Catholic 3/13 — Alsey Baptist

3/18 — House of Restoration 3/20 — Winchester UMC

3/25 — Christ UMC 3/27 — First Baptist

4/1 — Gentle Shepherd Good Friday — Winchester
umcC

Wesley Chapel: The Jacksonville Area Conference of
Churches is encouraging its member churches to collect
grain-based dry goods for their ‘Gratitude of Grains’ event to
support the local food bank. Needed items include dry pasta,
breakfast cereals, macaroni and cheese, Hamburger Helper,
and snack crackers.




Colendaor

Sunday, February 15

e 8:30 Worship: Winchester UMC

e 9:30 Sunday School: Winchester UMC

e 9:30 Worship: Wesley Chapel

e 9:30 Sunday School: Christ UMC — Fellowship Hall

e 10:45 Sunday School: Wesley Chapel

e 10:45 Worship Christ UMC

e 2:00 ViaDe Christo Meets: Christ UMC — Fellowship Hall
Monday, February 16 — President’s Day

9:00 Coffee Fellowship: Christ UMC - Fellowship Hall
9:30  Worship Planning Meeting at Wesley Chapel
6:00 Finance Mtg. at WUMC

e 6:30 Ad Council Meeting at WUMC

Tuesday, February 17

e 9:00 Coffee Fellowship: Christ UMC — Fellowship Hall
e 900 Staff Meeting at WUMC

e 11:30 Pastor’sLunch

e 2:00 Hope Bible Study: Christ UMC — Fellowship Hall
e 5:00 Girl Scouts Meet: Christ UMC — Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, February 18 — Ash Wednesday

e 6:30 Community Lenten Breakfast @ First Christian White Hall
e 9:00 Coffee Fellowship: Christ UMC — Fellowship Hall
e 12:00 Ash Wednesday @ WUMC

e 7:00 AshWednesday @ Wesley Chapel

Thursday, February 19

e 1:00 NA Meets @ Christ UMC — Fellowship Hall
Friday, February 20

e 9:00 Coffee Fellowship: Christ UMC — Fellowship Hall
e 7:00 NA Meets: Christ UMC — Fellowship Hall
Saturday, February 21

e 9:00 Coffee Fellowship: Christ UMC — Fellowship Hall




Serypture

John9

1-2\Walking down the street, Jesus saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked, “Rabbi, who sinned: this
man or his parents, causing him to be born blind?” 3-5 Jesus said, “You're asking the wrong question. You’re
looking for someone to blame. There is no such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do. We
need to be energetically at work for the One who sent me here, working while the sun shines. When night
falls, the workday is over. For as long as | am in the world, there is plenty of light. | am the world’s Light.” &
7He said this and then spit in the dust, made a clay paste with the saliva, rubbed the paste on the blind
man’s eyes, and said, “Go, wash at the Pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “Sent”). The man went and washed—
and saw. 8 Soon the town was buzzing. His relatives and those who year after year had seen him as a blind
man begging were saying, “Why, isn’t this the man we knew, who sat here and begged?” 2 Others said, “It’s
him all right!” But others objected, “It’s not the same man at all. It just looks like him.” He said, “It's me, the
very one.” 1°They said, “How did your eyes get opened?” 11 “A man named Jesus made a paste and rubbed it
on my eyes and told me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” | did what he said. When | washed, | saw.” 12“So where is
he?” “I don’t know.” 13-15They marched the man to the Pharisees. This day when Jesus made the paste and
healed his blindness was the Sabbath. The Pharisees grilled him again on how he had come to see. He said,
“He put a clay paste on my eyes, and | washed, and now | see.” 16 Some of the Pharisees said, “Obviously,
this man can’t be from God. He doesn’t keep the Sabbath.” Others countered, “How can a bad man do
miraculous, God-revealing things like this?” There was a split in their ranks. 1 They came back at the blind
man, “You’re the expert. He opened your eyes. What do you say about him?” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18
19The Jews didn’t believe it, didn’t believe the man was blind to begin with. So they called the parents of the
man now bright-eyed with sight. They asked them, “Is this your son, the one you say was born blind? So how
is it that he now sees?” 20-22 His parents said, “We know he is our son, and we know he was born blind. But
we don’t know how he came to see—haven’t a clue about who opened his eyes. Why don’t you ask him?
He’s a grown man and can speak for himself.” (His parents were talking like this because they were
intimidated by the Jewish leaders, who had already decided that anyone who took a stand that this was the
Messiah would be kicked out of the meeting place. That’s why his parents said, “Ask him. He’s a grown
man.”) 22 They called the man back a second time—the man who had been blind—and told him, “Give credit
to God. We know this man is an impostor.” 25 He replied, “I know nothing about that one way or the other.
But | know one thing for sure: | was blind . . . | now see.” 26 They said, “What did he do to you? How did he
open your eyes?” 27 “I've told you over and over and you haven’t listened. Why do you want to hear it again?
Are you so eager to become his disciples?” 28-22With that they jumped all over him. “You might be a disciple
of that man, but we’re disciples of Moses. We know for sure that God spoke to Moses, but we have no idea
where this man even comes from.” 3033 The man replied, “This is amazing! You claim to know nothing about
him, but the fact is, he opened my eyes! It’s well known that God isn’t at the beck and call of sinners, but
listens carefully to anyone who lives in reverence and does his will. That someone opened the eyes of a man
born blind has never been heard of —ever. If this man didn’t come from God, he wouldn’t be able to do
anything.” 34 They said, “You’re nothing but dirt! How dare you take that tone with us!” Then they threw him
out in the street.

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and went and found him. He asked him, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?” 3¢ The man said, “Point him out to me, sir, so that | can believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You're
looking right at him. Don’t you recognize my voice?” 38 “Master, | believe,” the man said, and worshiped him.
39 Jesus then said, “I came into the world to bring everything into the clear light of day, making all the
distinctions clear, so that those who have never seen will see, and those who have made a great pretense of
seeing will be exposed as blind.” 4 Some Pharisees overheard him and said, “Does that mean you're calling
us blind?” 41 Jesus said, “If you were really blind, you would be blameless, but since you claim to see
everything so well, you're accountable for every fault and failure.”




