A Lighthouse of HOPE...reaching, caring, teaching & sharing; united to reflect God’s Love to ALL.

Winchester United Methodist Church

20 N. Walnut St. Winchester, IL 62694 church e-mail: winchesterumc@irtc.com
Phone: 217-742-3610 Web Page: Winchesterilumc.org

Dear Winchester United Methodist Church Family,

Grace and peace to each of you in this holy season of Advent.

As a church, we have walked through a long and challenging stretch without a regularly
appointed pastor. Yet even in seasons of waiting, God is at work preparing what comes next.
During Advent we hear again the promise from lIsaiah 43:19 (NKJV): “Behold, I will do a
new thing...” These words remind us that our God is always creating a way forward—often
in ways we could not yet see, but always in ways meant to bring hope and renewal.

It is with deep gratitude and great anticipation that we, the Pastor Parish Relations
Committee, write to share important news about the future of Winchester United Methodist
Church. Beginning January 1st, our congregation will enter into a Unified Parish with Christ
United Methodist Church in White Hall and Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church in
Jacksonville. While each church will continue with its own worship, ministry, and mission
in its current location, we will now be connected together as one parish—three
congregations working in partnership, strengthened by shared leadership and a shared
vision,

As many of you are aware, the Great Rivers Conference faces an ongoing shortage of
pastors. Rather than assigning a single pastor to several separate churches—an arrangement
that is difficult to sustain—our district is forming team-based parishes, where multiple
pastors can collaborate, support each other, eliminate duplication, and focus on their
strengths. This allows for more stability, more creativity, and more pastoral presence across
congregations.

We are pleased to announce that this new Unified Parish will be served by two full-time
pastors:

. Rev. Becky Williams will serve as the Senior Pastor of the parish. Becky already
serves Wesley Chapel UMC and brings with her over twenty years of pastoral
experience. She is gifted in preaching and leadership, and has a deep passion for
helping churches grow in faith and mission.

« Rev. Chris Williams, Becky’s husband, will serve as the Associate Pastor for the
entire parish and as the primary point pastor for Winchester UMC and Christ UMC.
Many of you have already come to know Chris during his pulpit supply visits this
year. His genuine care for people and his strong, relational approach to ministry have
already made a positive impression on our congregation.



A brief bio for each pastor is attached so that you might get to learn more about their backgrounds,
gifts, and ministry experience.

This new model of ministry offers Winchester UMC something we deeply need: stability, consistent
pastoral leadership, and the support of sister congregations with similar rural roots and values. All
three churches share a sense of community, hospitality, and faithfulness that makes this unified parish
feel both natural and Spirit-led. We believe this is more than an administrative change—it is an
opportunity for renewal, partnership, and growth.

The announcement of this new parish structure was made in worship this morning (December 7t"), and
we want to ensure that every member of Winchester UMC receives the news directly. If you have
questions, please reach out to any member of the Pastor Parish Committee, or feel free to contact our
pastors directly. Chris can be reached at 563-580-3344 or pastor@christumcwh.com. Becky can be
reached at 815-499-8998 or pastor@wesleychapeljax.com.

As we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ, let us hold fast to God’s promise: “Behold, I will
do a new thing...” \We believe God is indeed doing something new here at Winchester UMC—
something filled with hope, possibility, and purpose. We look forward to welcoming our new pastors,
strengthening relationships within our unified parish, and stepping boldly into the next chapter of
ministry God has prepared for us.

Let us pray:

Gracious God,

Bless this new beginning for Winchester United Methodist Church.
Guide our congregation, our new pastors, and our partner churches
as we unite in faith, mission, and service.

Fill this parish with your Spirit,

that all we do may bring glory to Christ

and hope to the communities we are called to serve.

Amen.

With hope for what God is bringing to life among us,
The Pastor Parish Relations Committee

Winchester United Methodist Church
Chaired by Dena Walker and Celeste Lashmett



